Cool Again 

Clear and cool tonight, 
low around 30. Increas- 
ing cloudiness tomor- 
row, high in upper 50s. 
Details: B-2. 
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Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez today 
abruptly resigned as chairman of the 
House Assassinations Committee, 
calling Chief Counsel Richard A. 
Sprague an “unscrupulous individ- 
ual, an unconscionable scoundrel” 
and declaring he could not continue 
without support of the House leader* 
ship. 



The Texas Democrat submitted his 
resignation to House Speaker 
Thomas P. O’Neill in an emotional 
letter in which he castigated Sprague 
and bitterly criticized other mem- 
bers^ of the committee for usurping 
his “ministerial powers” as chair- 
man. - 

Gonzalez tried to fire Sprague last 
month, but all the other members of 
the committee backed the controver- 
sial chief counsel. 



Gonzalez sent the letter from his 
home in San Antonio, where he has 
been ill with flu for nearly two weeks. 


THE RESIGNATION added a new 
complication to the already confused 
situation. The committee, estab- 
lished to conduct new investigations 
into the assassinations of President 
John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin, Lu- 
ther King jr., has been plagued with 
controversy almost from its incep- 
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tion and now has been funded only 
until the end of this month. 


O’Neill told reporters he has been 
trying without success to reach Gon- 
zalez since receiving the letter last 
night. He said he would take no ac- 
tion on the resignation until he 
speaks with Gonzalez, and expressed 
the hope the Texas Democrat would 
stay on as chairman. 


It would require a vote of the full 



House to accept Gonzalez’ resigna- 
tion. 

House Majority Leader Jim Wright 
of Texas said the resignation came at 
a particularly inappropriate time 
since he had obtained agreement 
from 8 of the 12 members of the com- 
mittee to accept a compromise reso- 
lution intended to satisfy both Gon- 
zalez and those supporting Sprague 
as chief investigator. Wright pro- 
vided no further details. 


GONZALEZ LEVELED his 
harshest words at Sprague, the for- 
mer Philadelphia prosecutor whom 
the chairman tried to dismiss in a 
showdown over whether the the 
chairman or the chief counsel was 
going to run the committee. The 
other 11 members of the committee 
refused to back up Gonzalez* firing of 
Sprague and ordered him to remain 
on duty. 

See GONZALEZ, A-8 



Continued From A-l 

In turn, Gonzalez refused to sign 
pay vouchers for Sprague and today 
declared, “I cannot bring myself to 
sign pay vouchers for an unscrupu- 
lous individual and unconscionable 
scoundrel. No power on earth can 
mak£ me do so.” 

Gonzalez also said several mem- 
bers of the committee appeared to be 
interested in taking over his role as 
chairman and said he was not receiv- 
ing the support of the House leader- 
ship, including O’Neill, in his battle 
for control of committee operations. 

Gonzalez said he had found the 
committee to be an administrative 
nightmare. 

“I found a chief counsel who as- 
sumed full powers of the committee 
itself, a chief counsel who was in- 
subordinate and insulting, not to 
mention disloyal,” Gonzalez told O’- 
Neill in his letter. “I found unjustifia- 
ble salaries, unjustified employes 
and inexplicable financial obliga- 
tions. I had a responsibility to act 
and no one has yet demonstrated that 
I acted wrongly or without full cause. 

“AT THE OUTSET I pledged to 
you, th$ majority leader and the 
House that I would see the committee 
operated in a credible, responsible 
and productive manner,” Gonzalez 
wrote. “In your widely reported pub- 
lic statements, you expressed con- 
cern about the committee chief coun* 
sel’s budget demands, his advocacy 
of extremely questionable investiga- 
tive techniques and his general 
conduct. 

“You made statements to the ef- 
fect that Henry Gonzalez would make 
policy, not the committee, not the 
committee counsel. I was expected to 
rectify the problems that had accu- 
mulated through months of neglect 
and virtually free hand given to the 
committee’s ambitious chief counsel. 

“With your appointment (of me), 1 
could only assume that the leader- 
ship would support my efforts to pro- 
vide direction and a sense of respon- 
sibility to the committee. I made an 
intense effort to enlist the support of 
my colleagues on the committee.” 

But, Gonzalez went on, Sprague 
failed to produce any kind of infor- 
mation on which the committee could 
make rational budget decisions and 
pursued a deliberate course of action 
“to undermine me with members of 
the committee and staff alike. I had 
no recourse but to dismiss him, 
which I did.” 

GONZALEZ SAID HE had tried to 
keep the speaker informed of the 
situation through letters and re- 
peated attempts to reach him by 


phone. 

“During the past several days,” 
Gonzalez wrote O’Neill, “I have been 
ill and unable to return to Washing- 
ton. Notwithstanding my illness and 
absence, several of my colleagues on 
the committee appeared to be inter- 
ested in usurping even my minis- 
terial powers. L do not know if the 

leadership is aware of these events, 
nor what leadership efforts have 
been made, if any, to insist that the 
committee function within the rules 
of the House. It seems clear now that 
the House leadership is unwilling to 
offer me support. 

“I will not compromise my own 
standards or integrity and I will not 
accept any arrangement that saves 
face at the expense of constitutional 
obligations, the integrity, prestige 


and honor of the House. Under the 
circumstances, I have no alternative 
but to resign from the committee 
herewith.” 

There was no immediate comment 
from other members of the select 
committee. Rep. Richardson Preyer, 
D-N.C., a former judge who has been 
supporting Sprague’s continued serv- 
ice with the committee, is the rank- 
ing Democrat behind Gonzalez and 
would be the logical successor as 
chairman, but O’Neill has said he 
wants Preyer to be chairman of a 
committee on ethics that the speaker 
shortly will set up. 

THE 73 STAFF members hired by 
Sprague missed their second consec- 
utive payday yesterday because 
House Administration Committee 
Chairman Frank Thompson Jr., D- 
N.J., has refused to approve any sal- 
ary checks until the committee re- 
duces its expenditures to $84,000 per 
month. 

Some committee members, report- 
edly at Sprague’s suggestion, signed 
an authorization so that the staffers 
could be paid but Thompson was 
reluctant to approve them without 
Gonzalez’ signature. 

At the same time as Gonzalez’ 
resignation was announced, the act- 
ing committee counsel appointed by 
him, Kenneth Brooten, released two 
letters indicating the chasm between 
the forces of Sprague and Gonzalez’ 
aides. One letter was from Brooten to 
Sprague, who allegedly has not per- 
mitted Brooten to enter the commit- 
tee staff offices, recalling a meeting 
between the two on Feb. 24 with 
Majority Leader Wright. Brooten 
wrote that it was his clear under- 
standing that Wright wanted Sprague 
and Brooten to meet and clarify a 
number of matters relating to the 
committee. 

The two lawyers, Brooten said, 
were told by Wright to discuss long- 
distance calls to be billed to Wright’s 
number; actual January and esti- 
mated February committee ex- 
penses; vouchers for December 1976; 
arrangements for staff access to FBI 
and Secret Service files; forms for 
subpoenas; establishment of a petty 
cash fund and any other matters of 
immediate concern to operations of 
the staff. 

But in a second letter to Wright, 
dated March 1, Brooten charged that 
Sprague had refused to meet with 
him. Brooten informed Wright, “If 
Mr. Sprague is genuinely concerned 
about solving these problems, he 
would have contacted me as you re- 
quested. His failure to do so has re- 
sulted in unwarranted delays which 
have seriously impaired the investi- 
gations.” 



